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(54) MANAGEMENT METHOD AND DEVICE FOR POLISHING PAD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To advancedly manage the 
surface precision of a polishing pad by measuring 
changes in the surface shape and roughness of a 
polishing pad and change in its thickness in polishing by 
a sensor and outputting a regenerative signal of the pad 
face and a replacement signal of the pad from a control 
means. 

SOLUTION: When the polishing of a prescribed number 
of wafers is completed, a sensor 1 9 scans the surface of 
a polishing pad 3 in the radial direction of a surface plate 
2 so that the surface shape and roughness of the pad 
after working are measured and at the same time the 
thickness of the polishing pad 3 is measured. When 
changes in the surface shape and roughness exceed a 
prescribed allowable limit, a generative signal for surface 
regeneration is outputted from a control means 13 to a 
display device 21 and, when change in the thickness 
exceeds a prescribed allowable limit, a replacement 
signal for replacing the pad is outputted from the control 
means 13 to the display device 21. 
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